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Introduction  

This primer provides a brief overview and analysis of public transit in DuPage County. 
The purpose is to familiarize municipal officials with characteristics of public transit 
including system performance, ridership trends, user characteristics and decision-
making structures. This document summarizes key aspects of the DuPage County transit 
systems including usage trends, services, and organizational structures and highlights 
funding sources that can be used to improve mobility and accessibility through public 
transit. Toward this end, the primer is organized in four sections, each of which is 
described briefly below: 

1. Transit System Characteristics and Services presents the geography and types of 
public transit services provided in DuPage County, paying special attention to the 
two major transit service operatorsτMetra and Pace. This section provides a 
brief overview of the physical distribution of the public transit system within 
DuPage County and Conference member municipalities. 

2. Trends in Public Transit characterizes patterns of transit use within DuPage 
County in terms of ridership and transit mode share as well as demographic 
shifts that may influence transit demand in the future. 

3. Transit Governance describes the political organization of public transit across 
different scales including the state, region, county, and localities. Also 
summarized are the boards, committees, and internal structures of the major 
transit agencies operating within the County. 

4. Plans and Programs communicates to mayors and managers opportunities and 
strategies for improving transit services in their communities. It describes plans 
that are guiding transit decisions within the region as well as funding sources and 
technical resources that can be leveraged for public transit investment. 

 

Note that this document is designed only to be a starting point for mayors and 
managers. Within each section, links to topic-relevant resources are given and, in many 
cases, contact information, allowing municipal officials to pursue more in-depth content 
and responses to specific questions. DMMC plans to update, improve, and expand this 
primer over time. 

Transit System Characteristics and Services 

Public transit can be defined as a mode of transportation that consists of regularly 
scheduled trips and the capacity to carry multiple people with different origins, 
destinations, and purposes. Although the private automobile is currently the dominant 
mode of transportation in DuPage County, existing public transit services provide an 
indispensable service to individuals and the broader region. Transit service operators 
extoll the direct benefits that public transit provides to customers. Public transit is 
typically less expensive than driving and it is often trouble-free for passengers. For 



2 
 

instance, a recent marketing campaign by Metra purports ǘƘŀǘΣ άaŜǘǊŀ ƳŀƪŜǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ 
мл· ŜŀǎƛŜǊΗέ Transit also enhances mobility for both younger and older adults who are 
either unable or unwilling to drive an automobile. 

Public transportation planners tend to emphasize the broader societal, environmental, 
and economic benefits of a well-functioning transit system. For example, rail and busses 
can readily absorb fluctuations in ridership without much difficulty, improving regional 
mobility and allowing travelers to avoid congested roadways. When tied to land use 
policies that support transit-oriented development and reinvestment projects, transit 
can increase land values and provide a high return on public investment. Lowering 
household transportation fuel costs also translates into fewer dollars being exported 
outside the local and regional economies; thus stimulating community-based growth. 
Transit also reduces air, land and, water pollutants including greenhouse gas emissions 
through decreased energy consumption. Lastly, public transit integrates well with active 
modes of transportation including walking and cycling thereby improving public health. 

With a population of over 8.4 million (American Community Survey, 2012 5-Year 
Estimates) the seven-county CMAP planning regionτwhich includes Cook, DuPage, 
Kendall, Kane, Lake, McHenry and Will Countiesτis one of the largest metropolitan 
areas in the country and a leader in terms of its public transportation infrastructure. At 
666.1 million passenger transit trips per year, the region has the third largest transit 
system in the country in terms of ridership and the second largest system in terms of 
annual passenger miles traveled (Regional Transit Authority Mapping and Statistics, 
2012). While the Chicago area ranks fifth among US metropolitan areas with regard to 
the proportion of workers who use public transit to get to work (i.e., transit mode share 
in 2010 was 11.48 percent), it is not an understatement to suggest that the productive 
capacity of the Chicago metropolitan areaτwhich generates about 70 percent of the 
ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƻǳǘǇǳǘτƛǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ƳŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ 
public transportation infrastructure. 

Public transit services in the Chicago metropolitan region are provided by three major 
operatorsτthe Chicago Transit Authority (CTA), Metra, and Pace. CTA operates rail and 
bus services in the City of Chicago and some suburbs external to DuPage County. Metra 
operates inter-city commuter rail services and Pace operates the suburban bus network. 
What follows is a description and brief analysis of the commuter rail and suburban bus 
transportation systems within DuPage County and how these services are distributed 
across municipalities. 

Metra Commuter Rail System and Services 
Metra is the commuter rail system that operates within the Chicago metropolitan area. 
It is composed of twelve lines, 240 stations, and 1,215 vehicles that operate on 
approximately 488 miles of track. Union Pacific owns and operates three lines and 
Burlington Northern, now known as the BNSF Railway, owns and operates one line. 
While UP and BNSF use their own employees, control the rights-of-way, and own most 
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of the other facilities required for operations, Metra owns the vehicles and, in 
conjunction with local municipalities, is responsible for most stations. Metra also retains 
authority over fares, service, and staffing levels (Metra, 2012). 

DuPage County hosts four Metra linesτthe Milwaukee District West (MD-W); Union 
Pacific West (UP-W); BNSF Railway (BNSF) and Heritage Corridor (HC)τand 26 Metra 
stops (Figure 1). Note that while the HC line passes through the southern edge of 
DuPage County, it has no intermediate stops within the County; the closest being Willow 
Springs (in Cook County) to the east and Lemont to the south and west. The radial 
ŎƻƴŦƛƎǳǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ aŜǘǊŀΩǎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǿŜƭƭ for DuPage County in that it 
allows ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ highly skilled labor pool ready access to economic sectorsτ
especially finance, printing and publishingτŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ŎƻǊŜΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ƴƻ 
ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜΣ ǘƘŜƴΣ ǘƘŀǘ aŜǘǊŀΩǎ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊǎ όƛƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ут ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƛƴ нлмпύ ŀǊŜ 
commuters who reside in suburban communities and work in Chicago. Naperville, for 
example, contributes the greatest portion of Metra riders. 

Figure 1. Metra Lines and Stations in DuPage County, 2014 

 
 



4 
 

Historically, Metra ridership has varied with economic conditions, especially levels of 
employment. When the regional economy is thrivingτin downtown Chicago, sayτ
Metra experiences an uptick in ridership. {ƛƴŎŜ мффсΣ aŜǘǊŀΩǎ ǊƛŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ōȅ мм 
percent as traffic congestion and employment grew in the Chicago region and the 
perceived and actual value of commuter railτin both monetary terms and time 
savingsτincreased. Metra provided 83.4 million rides or approximately 1.6 million rides 
ǇŜǊ ǿŜŜƪ ƛƴ нлмпΤ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƛƴ aŜǘǊŀΩǎ thirty-year history (Metra, 
2015). The 2014 number represents a 1.3 percent increase in ridership over the previous 
year. 

Table 1 shows the total weekday boardings and alightings for each of the 26 Metra 
stations in DuPage County. Similar to the Metra system as a whole, ridership on all three 
of the four lines has increased over the past decade. Most recently, all but the MD-W 
line experienced increases in ridership in 2013 compared to 2012. The HC experienced a 
3.1 percent increase, the UP-W was up by 2.4 percent and the BNSF reported a 1.2 
percent increase between 2012 and 2013. 

Table 1. Total Weekday Boardings and Alightings by Metra Station, 2014 

  Inbound Trains Outbound Trains All Trains Total AM 
Line Station Ons Offs Ons Offs Ons Offs Boardings 

BNSF Route 59  5,858   19   16   5,344   5,874   5,363   5,620  
BNSF Naperville  3,936   41   66   4,058   4,002   4,099   3,609  
BNSF Lisle  1,941   42   52   1,979   1,993   2,021   1,730  
BNSF Belmont  1,312   13   13   1,335   1,325   1,348   1,232  
BNSF Downers Grove  2,380   70   93   2,608   2,473   2,678   2,268  
BNSF Fairview Avenue  395   14   30   364   425   378   365  
BNSF Westmont  1,039   43   31   1,064   1,070   1,107   980  
BNSF Clarendon Hills  797   13   11   727   808   740   742  
BNSF West Hinsdale  351   -     -     281   351   281   351  
BNSF Hinsdale  1,142   94   26   1,041   1,168   1,135   999  
BNSF Highlands  157   1   10   196   167   197   153  
UP-W West Chicago  569   10   7   573   576   583   459  
UP-W Winfield  507   14   10   528   517   542   431  
UP-W Wheaton  1,466   44   40   1,494   1,506   1,538   1,282  
UP-W College Avenue  1,034   16   23   1,032   1,057   1,048   932  
UP-W Glen Ellyn  1,717   50   48   1,674   1,765   1,724   1,541  
UP-W Lombard  1,265   43   56   1,288   1,321   1,331   1,212  
UP-W Villa Park  804   48   37   850   841   898   741  
UP-W Elmhurst  2,158   97   155   2,090   2,313   2,187   1,925  
MD-W Hanover Park  1,397   19   17   1,401   1,414   1,420   1,274  
MD-W Schaumburg  1,724   25   13   1,746   1,737   1,771   1,589  
MD-W Roselle  1,256   17   21   1,344   1,277   1,361   1,120  
MD-W Medinah  512   9   8   467   520   476   451  
MD-W Itasca  543   21   21   499   564   520   449  
MD-W Wood Dale  565   27   43   537   608   564   454  
MD-W Bensenville  373   62   60   375   433   437   294  

 Total 35,198 852 907 34,895 36,105 35,747 32,203 

Source: Metra, 2014 
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It is important to note that a successful public transit systemτespecially commuter 
railτmust be planned and integrated with land use. Relevant performance measures to 
consider at the County and municipal levels concern the population and land use 
patterns proximate to rail stations (i.e., within transit zones). Transit zones are typically 
defined as a half-mile radius around a fixed rail station. Figure 2 maps transit zones 
together with residential housing density across DuPage County using information from 
/a!tΩǎ нлмл [ŀƴŘ ¦ǎŜ LƴǾŜƴǘƻǊȅ ό/a!tΣ нлмпύΦ ¢Ǌŀƴǎƛǘ ǳǎŀƎŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜŘ ōȅ 
better integrating commuter rail service and stations with adjacent and higher-density 
and mixed (e.g., commercial and residential) land uses. Figure 2 indicates that the less 
dense residential categoriesτi.e., less than 7 housing units per acreτare the dominant 
settlement pattern across the County, even in transit zones. One key way to enhance 
transit usage is to increase residential and employment densities within these zones; 
enabling people to walk to public transit from work and/or home. In 2010, only 0.17 
percent of the /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ total land areaτand 0.53 percent of the total residential land 
areaτis composed of residential densities accommodating 7 units or more per acre 
(Table 2). Enhancing compact development and redevelopment has the potential to 
provide support for transit, walking and bicycling as well as increase the range of 
housing options within communities. 
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Figure 5. Residential Housing Density and Transit Zones in DuPage County, 2014 

 
 
Table 2. Land Use Category by Residential Density Class in DuPage County, 2010 
Density Class Category Square 

Miles 
Percent of 

Total 

Greater than 10 units/acre 0.1 0.03% 
7 - 10 units/acre 0.5 0.14% 
4 - 7 units/acre 33.8 10.32% 
1 - 4 units/acre 56.1 17.13% 
Less than 1 unit/acre 11.3 3.45% 
Non-residential 225.8 68.93% 

Total 327.5 100.00% 

Source: Adapted from CMAP 2010 Land Use Inventory 

Because there is minimal state funding in Illinois for transit infrastructure, Metra, and 
other transit service operators must look internally for resources, which often leads to 
fare increases. Over the past several years, Metra fares have steadily increased and are 
expected to jump again in 2015 in order to meet a $1.5 billion budget shortfall. In many 
ways, enticing suburban commuters out of their cars and onto trains by providing a 
higher quality transportation alternative is the primary financial concern and mission of 
Metra.  
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Metra tickets can be purchased at downtown stations and many outlying stations where 
an agent is on duty or vending machines exist. Passengers may also purchase a one way 
cash fare ticket on board, although they pay an extra charge if ticket purchasing options 
were available at the station of departure. Passengers may also order tickets by mail 
and online. Reduced fare tickets are available for customers who have an RTA-issued 
Reduced Fare Permit or an RTA-issued Ride Free Circuit Permit. Additional options 
include weekend passes, ten-ride passes, Metra/CTA Link-UP Passes, Metra/Pace 
tƭǳǎ.ǳǎΣ CŀƳƛƭȅ CŀǊŜǎΣ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ²ŜŜƪŘŀȅ CŀǊŜǎΣ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ CŀǊŜǎΣ DǊƻǳǇ ¢ǊŀǾŜƭΣ {ŜƴƛƻǊ 
Citizen/Disability Fares, and US Military Fares. Pass prices vary depending on zones 
travelled (Metra, 2014). 

For more information concerning Metra programs and services, visit their website 
http://metrarail.com and/or contact Virginia Chandler, Metra Market Development 
(vchandle@metrarr.com; 312.322.6739) 

 

Pace Suburban Bus System and Services 
Pace is the suburban bus system that provides regional transit services for communities 
outside the city of Chicago. It is composed of 209 fixed bus routes, approximately 25,000 
bus stops and numerous passenger and support facilities. Overall, the Pace system 
covers 3,500 square miles, serves 284 municipalities, and is the one of the largest 
suburban bus services in North America. In 2012, Pace provided approximately 80,000 
rides per day. Similar to Metra, Pace was created by the 1983 RTA Act which aimed to 
unify numerous disparate agencies providing similar services at that time. 

The type of service provided by Pace largely depends on time of day and day of week. 
Pace currently operates 59 fixed-route busses in DuPage County via 5,097 associated 
bus stops; 425 of which are outside municipal boundaries (Figure 3). Pace uses several 
different classifications for these and other routes operating within DuPage County. Bus 
service is heavily oriented to weekday peak periods, shuttling residents of the County to 
Metra Rail stations where they continue their trips inbound towards Chicago. Peak 
period coverage is particularly extensive in Naperville, Lisle and Downers Grove, where 
parking at rail stations is limited and many routes are municipally funded. Aside from 
several CTA Connector routes in the northeastern portion of the County (which connect 
to CTA Rapid Transit lines at Forest Park, 54th/Cermak, Rosemont, or Oak Park), off-
peak and suburb-to-suburb bus service is limited. 

²ƘƛƭŜ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻΩǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘ ŀƎŜƴŎƛes saw their ridership increase in the last decade, 
Pace lost 15 percent of its ridership over the same period. However, between 2009 and 
2013, Pace cost per passenger trip decreased by 7 percent, suggesting that system-level 
cost efficiency has improved in recent years. 
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Figure 3. Pace and Metra Routes and Stops in DuPage County, 2014

 
 

Table 3 shows the distribution of both Pace and Metra infrastructure across 
municipalities within DuPage County. Twenty of the 39 listed municipalities host at least 
one of the 26 total Metra rail stations within DuPage County, whereas all but ten 
communities have within their boundaries one or more Pace bus stops (Note that these 
numbers only account for areas of municipalities within DuPage County). A total of 
4,672 Pace bus stops are distributed across the County within municipal jurisdictions. 
Naperville leads the pack with 1,315 bus stops and 97.9 miles of bus route center lines 
followed by Downers Grove with 428 stops and 48.9 miles. Naperville and West Chicago 
have the greatest length of Metra lines although the latter has no Pace infrastructure. 
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Table 3. Metra and Pace Infrastructure within DuPage County by Municipality, 2015 

Municipality 
Number of  

Metra Stations 
Metra Center Line  

Length (mi) 
Number of  
Pace Stops 

Pace Center Line 
Length (mi) 

Addison 0 0 70 10.3 
Aurora 1 5.5 214 17.7 
Bartlett 0 0 0 0.0 
Batavia 0 0 0 0.0 
Bensenville 1 4.6 84 9.4 
Bloomingdale 0 0 42 4.6 
Bolingbrook 0 0 10 0.3 
Burr Ridge 0 0 34 10.8 
Carol Stream 0 0 273 12.9 
Clarendon Hills 1 2.5 16 2.9 
Darien 0 0 189 26.7 
Downers Grove 3 7.3 428 48.9 
Elk Grove Village 0 0 4 1.4 
Elmhurst 1 5.0 177 15.0 
Glen Ellyn 1 3.6 120 9.3 
Glendale Heights 0 0 42 4.2 
Hanover Park 1 2.4 0 0.0 
Hinsdale 3 3.1 47 2.4 
Itasca 1 4.4 101 8.4 
Lemont 0 4.1 0 0.0 
Lisle 1 4.2 294 32.6 
Lombard 1 4.6 173 25.7 
Naperville 2 9.4 1315 97.9 
Oak Brook 0 0 64 30.2 
Oakbrook Terrace 0 0 30 5.0 
Roselle 1 5.7 0 0.0 
Schaumburg 1 0 0 0.0 
St. Charles 0 0 0 0.1 
Villa Park 1 2.6 51 2.4 
Warrenville 0 0 82 7.4 
Wayne 0 0 0 0.0 
West Chicago 1 8.1 0 0.0 
Westmont 1 1.5 196 15.8 
Wheaton 2 6.9 292 27.3 
Willow Springs 0 0 0 0.0 
Willowbrook 0 0 82 11.2 
Winfield 1 2.1 10 3.6 
Wood Dale 1 3.2 5 0.2 
Woodridge 0 0 227 26.4 

Total 26 90.7 4,672 470.9 

Source: Adapted from Metra and Pace GTFS Data, 2015; US Census Place Boundary File, 2012 
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In addition to fixed-route services, Pace also administers demand response programs 
including paratransit, express service, community service routes, and 
vanpool/ridesharing services. PaŎŜΩǎ wƛŘŜ{ƘŀǊŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ƛǎ ŀ ŦǊŜŜΣ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ 
matching service that connects commuters who are interested in forming a vanpool (5 
or more people) or carpool (2-4 people). The website, www.PaceRideshare.com, 
confidentially matches commuters based on starting location, destination location, and 
work schedule and will let customers know if they match with an active vanpool. Riders 
pay a low monthly fare based on distance and number of participants. Pace also offers a 
variation of the program that allows the van to be parked overnight at a Metra train 
station near the worksite, allowing participants to take the train and then use the van to 
complete the commute to work. 

Pace also has a financial partnership with municipalities and townships to operate dial-
a-ride services. Pace presently has agreements with Bensenville, Bloomingdale, Downers 
Grove, and Wayne Township in DuPage County. Ride DuPageτa bus or taxi service for 
people who need travel assistanceτis available to eligible riders who have physical or 
cognitive limitations.  

Ventra is now the method used to pay for Pace fares. Ventra cards can be loaded and 
reloaded with transit passes and transit value. RTA Reduced Fare Permit cards must be 
presented when using cash to pay a reduced fare. Regular fares are $1.75, or $2.50 with 
transfers to a premium route. Express service fares vary. Children under 7 ride free. 
Several pass options exist as well such as Pace/CTA 7 day, Pace/CTA 30 day, Pace 30 day, 
Pace Premium 30 day, Pace Regular 10-Ride, Student Summer Haul Pass, Campus 
Connection Pass, Metra/Pace PlusBus, and more. 

For more information concerning Pace programs and services, visit their website 
http://www.pacebus.com and/or contact Chris Rose, Community Relations 
(christine.rose@pacebus.com; 847-863-6108) 

 

Trends in Public Transit 

While the private automobile remains the dominant mode of travel throughout much of 
the US, regional and national trends over the past decade have shifted markedly toward 
greater transit usage. A 2014 report released by the American Public Transportation 
Association states that national public transit ridership surged 37.2 percent between 
1995 and 2013, outpacing both population growth (20.3 percent) and vehicle miles 
traveled (VMT, which was up 22.7 percent). The Federal Transit Association (FTA) also 
reported that federal assistance applied to transit increased by nearly 41.7% (2012 
constant dollars) between 2003 and 2012 (NTDB, 2012). 
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While the factors that explain these increases in transit are unclear, scholarly articles 
and site-specific studies have shown that population growth, population density, age, 
income, and access to public transportation likely influence mode choice. Table 4 
highlights key variables for municipalities in DuPage County that are related to transit 
demand. For instance, population and job growth leads to more trips and more 
congestion on local and regional transportation systems. The total population in DuPage 
County has stabilized in recent years, experiencing less than 1.5 percent growth 
between 2000 and 2012 (904,161 in 2000 vs. 918,608 in 2012); indeed thirteen 
municipalities in DuPage County actually lost population over this period. A shrinking 
population may ultimately lead to less demand for transit services holding all else 
constant. However, rapidly growing cities such as Aurora (36.9% growth between 2000 
and 2012) and Bolingbrook (30.0%) may invest more in public transportation in order to 
reduce congestion and improve accessibility. 

Public transit also plays a critical role in improving both mobility and accessibility among 
lower-income workers and older populations. While vehicle ownership is prevalent 
among all communities, some cities have considerable shares of households earning 
below poverty-level and/or populations that are 75 years or older. Meeting the mobility 
needs of these groups again may require investments in public transit. Lastly, public 
transit usage is especially strong among Millennialsτi.e., people born between 1980 
and 2000 (the 18- to 35-year old cohort). Recent surveys and reports have shown that a 
majority of Millennials aspire to be less car dependent and would consider moving to 
locations with better transit options. In order to retain this population and attract 
others of this cohort to DuPage County may call for enhanced public transit services. 
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Table 4. Transit-Related Demographics by Community in DuPage County 
Municipality % Change 

in 
Population 

2000-12 

Population 
Density 

(persons/ 
mi2) 

% HH 
Earning 
Below 

Poverty 

% HH with 
No 

Vehicles 

% Pop 
Age 75 or 

Older 

% Pop  
Age  

18 to 39 

Addison 3.6%  3,703  12.2% 2.0% 4.8% 25.0% 
Aurora 36.9%  4,294  13.6% 2.0% 2.9% 25.2% 
Bartlett 11.3%  2,565  5.3% 1.5% 3.2% 20.5% 
Batavia 7.4%  2,652  7.1% 1.0% 5.6% 15.3% 
Bensenville -9.9%  3,297  16.7% 2.6% 5.2% 25.6% 
Bloomingdale 2.1%  3,128  5.9% 0.8% 7.8% 20.8% 
Bolingbrook 30.0%  3,017  8.4% 0.9% 2.2% 22.7% 
Burr Ridge 2.5%  1,483  4.3% 1.5% 7.5% 11.5% 
Carol Stream 0.2%  4,231  9.1% 2.0% 4.6% 24.0% 
Clarendon Hills 9.4%  4,673  3.7% 3.3% 4.9% 10.8% 
Darien -3.5%  3,507  6.4% 0.6% 5.7% 15.3% 
Downers Grove 0.0%  3,333  4.3% 1.5% 7.1% 17.9% 
Elk Grove Village -4.6%  2,885  4.7% 1.4% 7.2% 20.3% 
Elmhurst 3.3%  4,303  3.4% 0.7% 7.4% 17.0% 
Glen Ellyn 1.7%  4,052  6.8% 1.6% 7.5% 16.4% 
Glendale Heights 7.8%  6,199  12.1% 1.9% 1.5% 28.2% 
Hanover Park -1.0%  5,903  12.9% 0.6% 2.1% 24.6% 
Hinsdale -5.1%  3,572  3.1% 0.3% 6.8% 8.6% 
Itasca 2.7%  1,675  6.3% 1.3% 5.8% 15.6% 
Lemont 21.1%  1,853  1.3% 0.8% 9.2% 17.0% 
Lisle 6.3%  3,188  7.5% 1.3% 5.8% 25.9% 
Lombard 3.2%  4,139  5.6% 1.0% 8.3% 24.2% 
Naperville 10.8%  3,603  3.8% 1.0% 3.9% 17.7% 
Oak Brook -6.5%  954  2.8% 0.0% 15.8% 11.3% 
Oakbrook Terrace -7.9%  1,727  9.9% 1.8% 10.0% 27.6% 
Roselle -2.0%  4,162  4.1% 0.5% 3.9% 21.3% 
Schaumburg -0.3%  3,846  6.4% 2.9% 4.7% 26.9% 
St. Charles 18.2%  2,214  4.1% 1.1% 5.4% 19.3% 
Villa Park -0.4%  4,663  8.1% 2.6% 5.2% 23.2% 
Warrenville 1.2%  2,378  7.9% 1.4% 3.6% 24.3% 
Wayne 31.5%  470  1.2% 0.0% 1.9% 16.8% 
West Chicago 13.2%  1,761  15.1% 0.9% 2.4% 24.3% 
Westmont 3.1%  4,909  7.5% 1.8% 9.0% 23.3% 
Wheaton -4.1%  4,648  6.4% 2.0% 6.3% 23.6% 
Willow Springs 10.4%  1,298  4.8% 0.4% 6.0% 16.8% 
Willowbrook -4.8%  3,129  5.7% 0.5% 13.8% 19.0% 
Winfield 2.7%  3,024  4.9% 0.9% 5.3% 16.6% 
Wood Dale -1.5%  2,846  9.1% 1.0% 7.3% 18.0% 
Woodridge 6.0%  3,420  5.9% 4.5% 2.9% 24.9% 

Source: US Census Bureau American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, 2012 

 

Although some of the above factors suggest there may be demand for transit within 
5ǳtŀƎŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ working population presently makes limited use of 
the arŜŀΩǎ ŦƛȄŜŘ-route commuter rail and busses for commuting purposes. More 
specifically, the countywide proportion of workers who use public transit to get to work 
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is 6.8 percentτ29,668 of 439,422 total commuters in 2012τcompared to 13 percent 
transit mode share for the CMAP region as a whole (Figure 4). This is the case despite 
that 15.9 percent of County residents commute to the City of Chicago for work. 
Correspondingly, annual vehicle miles traveled (VMT) per household in DuPage County 
is considerably higher than the average household within the CMAP Regionτ20,534 
versus 17,571, respectively. The percent of income per household devoted to Housing 
and Transportation collectively is also higher for DuPage County households (56.2 
percent) compared to the CMAP Region (50.8 percent); both of which exceed the 
standard threshold of affordability 45 percent for housing and transportation costs 
combined (CMAP calculations of Center for Neighborhood Technology Data, 2010). 
Nonetheless, Figure 5 indicates that private vehicle mode share declined by 1.5 percent 
between 2000 and 2012, while transit held steady. Carpooling and active modes of 
transportation including walking and bicycling experienced slight gains over the same 
period. 

Figure 4. Mode of Travel to Work CMAP Region and DuPage County, 2012 

 

Source: US Census Bureau American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, 2012 
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Figure 5. Mode of Travel to Work DuPage County Residents, 2000 and 2012 

 

Sources: US Census Bureau Summary File 3, 2010; US Census Bureau American Community 

Survey 5-Year Estimates, 2012 

 

Table 5 shows that transit mode share varies considerably throughout the County. Glen 
Ellyn (10.9%), Downers Grove (11.3%), Hinsdale (17.1%) and Clarendon Hills (17.2%) all 
reported proportions exceeding ten percent, whereas 28 of the 39 municipalities which 
are wholly or partially within the DuPage County boundary reported transit mode shares 
less than six percent. Discrepancies in this distribution may, in part, be explained by land 
use configurations, demographic patterns, access to commuter rail and/or bus service, 
residence and work locations and personal preference. 
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Table 5. Transportation Mode Share by Community in DuPage County, 2012 
Municipality Population Transit 

Rank 
Public 
Transit 

Drove 
Alone 

Carpool Bicycle Walk 

Addison  36,977   27  3.5% 79.2% 14.0% 0.2% 0.8% 
Aurora  196,569  16  5.0% 77.9% 9.7% 0.4% 1.1% 
Bartlett  41,017   19  4.3% 81.8% 6.7% 0.1% 0.7% 
Batavia  25,693   29  3.2% 78.9% 5.7% 0.4% 1.2% 
Bensenville  18,480   22  3.9% 77.1% 9.9% 0.1% 5.1% 
Bloomingdale  22,028   36  2.6% 87.8% 4.5% 0.0% 0.9% 
Bolingbrook  73,383   34  2.9% 82.4% 7.6% 0.1% 1.0% 
Burr Ridge  10,590   20  4.1% 78.5% 8.5% 0.0% 0.8% 
Carol Stream  39,869   32  3.0% 82.9% 8.7% 0.3% 1.0% 
Clarendon Hills  8,434   1  17.2% 62.2% 7.2% 1.3% 4.9% 
Darien  22,163   21  3.9% 82.3% 6.8% 0.3% 1.7% 
Downers Grove  48,621   3  11.3% 74.1% 5.5% 0.7% 2.2% 
Elk Grove Village  33,166   28  3.3% 83.8% 7.3% 0.1% 1.2% 
Elmhurst  44,385   5  9.6% 75.4% 6.2% 0.2% 2.1% 
Glen Ellyn  27,503   4  10.9% 72.5% 4.6% 0.3% 3.1% 
Glendale Heights  34,159   38  1.6% 82.3% 11.0% 0.4% 1.3% 
Hanover Park  37,990   35  2.9% 73.8% 16.5% 0.9% 1.1% 
Hinsdale  16,594   2  17.1% 67.6% 2.3% 0.2% 1.8% 
Itasca  8,494   17  4.6% 81.3% 6.4% 0.7% 2.3% 
Lemont  15,954   11  7.0% 84.4% 4.4% 0.0% 1.0% 
Lisle  22,453   8  7.9% 77.0% 6.0% 0.1% 2.8% 
Lombard  43,180   13  5.2% 81.5% 6.8% 0.6% 1.9% 
Naperville  142,143   6  9.3% 75.0% 5.6% 0.4% 1.3% 
Oak Brook  7,905   39  0.3% 82.4% 8.4% 0.0% 1.5% 
Oakbrook Terrace  2,205   37  1.9% 86.8% 5.2% 0.6% 1.8% 
Roselle  22,814   12  5.8% 83.2% 5.8% 0.1% 1.4% 
Schaumburg  74,276   26  3.6% 83.8% 7.7% 0.2% 0.7% 
St. Charles  33,046   24  3.8% 81.4% 4.9% 0.2% 2.3% 
Villa Park  22,212   31  3.1% 83.8% 6.8% 1.0% 1.1% 
Warrenville  13,346   30  3.1% 78.9% 10.6% 0.7% 2.3% 
Wayne  2,760   25  3.7% 87.3% 2.6% 0.0% 0.4% 
West Chicago  27,079   33  3.0% 73.1% 17.2% 0.5% 1.6% 
Westmont  25,101   7  9.0% 72.0% 10.3% 0.3% 2.3% 
Wheaton  53,155   9  7.7% 72.0% 7.2% 0.4% 4.8% 
Willow Springs  5,455   15  5.2% 81.2% 5.6% 0.2% 0.4% 
Willowbrook  8,575   10  7.2% 83.1% 7.0% 0.0% 0.3% 
Winfield  9,168   18  4.5% 81.4% 9.2% 0.0% 1.1% 
Wood Dale  13,778   23  3.9% 83.7% 7.0% 0.1% 1.9% 
Woodridge  32,926   14  5.2% 78.3% 8.4% 0.1% 2.3% 
DuPage County  918,608  -- 6.4% 78.1% 7.7% 0.4% 1.8% 

Source: US Census Bureau American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, 2012 

 

While it is highly unlikely that private automobile will lose its dominant position in terms 
of providing flexible travel options for DuPage County residents, there is increasing 
interest by residents to expand mobility choices that reduce dependence on the 
automobile, improve air quality, lower transportation costs and free up household 
income for other purposes. 
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For more information concerning regional demographic trends and public transit usage, visit 
/a!tΩǎ aetroPulse website (http://www.cmap.illinois.gov/data/metropulse) and/or contact 
Erin Aleman (ealeman@cmap.illinois.gov; 312-386-8816). For more information about 
ridership on Metra and Pace systems, visit the Regional Transportation Authority ς Mapping & 
Statistics (RTAMS) website (http://www.rtams.org). 

 

Transit Governance 

Unlike other government services that operate mostly within jurisdictional boundaries 
(such as waste management, police and fire protection), the purpose of transitτand the 
transportation network, more generallyτis to efficiently move passengers throughout a 
metropolitan area and, many times, across political districts. Therefore, the governance 
of such systems requires the involvement and coordination of institutions working 
across scales (e.g., state, region, subregional and local). The aim of this section is to 
provide a brief overview of the organizational structures of entities that influence public 
transit in DuPage County (shown in Figure 6). This section also summarizes some of the 
larger interactions between institutions, processes of funding and how transit 
investments and decisions are prioritized and implemented. 

FIGURE 6. Public Transit Governance Structure 
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State 
Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) and the Illinois State Toll Highway 

Authority (ITSHA) 

Figure 6 presents the agencies that govern public transit in Illinois. The Illinois 
5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǘƻǊȅ Ŝƴǘƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ 
transportation system, its funding and long-term planning. There are three documents 
that IDOT develops to comply with state and federal requirements: (1) the Long Range 
Statewide Transportation Plan; (2) the Statewide Transportation Improvement Program; 
and (3) the Multi-Modal, Multi-Year Program (MYP) each of which is summarized in the 
following section. 

While the entities shown in Figure 6 are presented in a top-down fashion relative to 
scope of political influence (i.e., from state to region to service operator), the decision-
making authority over individual projects, for example, does not necessarily flow in that 
manner. As stated earlier, each of the three transit service providers in the Chicago 
metropolitan area operate independently of one another, but all of them are part of 
the. Regional Transit Authority (RTA). 

The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) provides some pass-through funding 
for transit capital investments however it has no clear mission with respect to transit 
planning in the Chicago region. Further, and unlike many other states across the 
country, revenues accrued to toll ways are not used to support public transit. The two 
major state transportation agencies, IDOT and ITHSA, are primarily involved with the 
funding, planning, and coordinating of highway projects rather than transit projects 
ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ w¢! !Ŏǘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ōƻǘƘ ŜƴǘƛǘƛŜǎ ǎƘŀƭƭ άǿƻǊƪ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛǾŜƭȅέ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ w¢! in 
the evaluation and implementation of transit services. IDOT also works closely with 
CMAP, the transit system operators and DMMC with regard to the coordination and 
implementation of the Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP), which is metropolitan 
Chicago's agenda of surface transportation projects, some of which are transit-focused.  

Regional 
As stated above, public transit is most effective when it can coordinate services within a 
region across numerous political jurisdictions. Within the Chicago area, there are two 
regional bodies that influence transit decisions that affect DuPage County: the Chicago 
Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP) and the Regional Transit Authority (RTA). 
There is substantial overlap between the constituencies of CMAP and RTA, although the 
scope of planning is much greater for CMAP. A brief overview of each of these agencies 
follows. 

Regional Transit Authority (RTA) 

Illinois State Law (i.e., The RTA Act excerpted below) created the RTA as a fiscal and 
policy oversight agency committed to providing an efficient and effective public 
transportation system for Northeastern Illinois. 
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It is the purpose of this Act to provide for, aid and assist public transportation in 
the northeastern area of the State without impairing the overall quality of 
existing public transportation by providing for the creation of a single authority 
responsive to the people and elected officials of the area and with the power and 
competence to develop, implement, and enforce plans that promote adequate, 
efficient, geographically equitable and coordinated public transportation, provide 
financial review of the providers of public transportation in the metropolitan 
region and facilitate public transportation provided by Service Boards which is 
attractive and economical to users, comprehensive, coordinated among its 
various elements, economical, safe, efficient and coordinated with area and State 
plans. (Source: P.A. 98-1027, eff. 1-1-15.) 

Each of the three transit service providers in the Chicago metropolitan area operate 
independently of one another, but all of them are part of the Regional Transit Authority 
(RTA) which was granted authority under the Stateτvia the RTA Act of 1983τto 
oversee the finances and budgets of CTA, Metra, and Pace and regional transit planning 
issues more generally. IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ w¢!Ωǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ over the service boards is limited in 
that it allocates initial funding (or core funding splits) between the three providers but 
does not select projects for which the service boards are the designated recipients. The 
service boards also independently apply for CMAQ, TAP, STP and UWP which are federal 
planning funds administered jointly by IDOT and CMAP and summarized in the following 
section. 

The RTA Act specifies the composition of the RTA Board of Directors. The RTA Board 
consists of twelve appointed members and one elected member from the six-county 
region. The Mayor of the City of Chicago appoints five directors and the suburban 
members of the Cook County Board appoint four directors. The Chairmen of the County 
Boards of Kane, Lake, McHenry, and Will appoint two directors and the Chairman of the 
DuPage County Board appoints one director. Patrick J. Durante was appointed to the 
Board of Directors of the RTA in 1999 and currently represents DuPage County on the 
Board. These twelve directors elect the Chairman of the RTA Board of Directors. 

The RTA Act also specifies the composition of the Metra (Commuter Rail Division) and 
Pace (Suburban Bus Division) Boards of Directors. The seven member Commuter Rail 
Board governs Metra. The suburban members of the Cook County Board appoint three 
members. The Chairmen of the County Boards of Kane, Lake, McHenry and Will appoint 
two directors. The Chairman of the DuPage County Board appoints one director. 
Presently, Rodney Craig, President of the Village of Hanover Park, serves as Director and 
Secretary of the Metra Board of Directors. The Mayor of Chicago, with the consent of 
the Chicago City Council, appoints one member. These seven directors elect the 
Chairman of the Commuter Rail Board. 

The twelve members that constitute the Suburban Bus Board govern Pace. The 
suburban members of the Cook County Board appoint six members. The Chairmen of 
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the County Boards of DuPage, Kane, Lane and McHenry and Will each appoint one 
director. Presently Thomas D. MarcucciτFormer Mayor, City of Elmhurstτrepresents 
DuPage County on the Pace Board of Directors. The RTA Act requires that each of these 
directors must be a current or former, "chief executive offer of a municipality" from the 
area that appoints the member. The Chairmen of the County Boards of DuPage, Kane, 
Lake, McHenry, and Will, plus the suburban members of the Cook County Board jointly 
appoint the Chairman of the Suburban Bus Board. 

RTA also has two advisory committees: the Regional Citizens Advisory Board and the 
Transit Access Advisory Committee (RTAAC). The former is composed of commuters 
from around the region and is asked to provide feedback on w¢!Ωǎ policies and 
programs. The latter provides a mechanism for RTA staff and the RTA Board of Directors 
to obtain input from the disability community regarding the provision and efficiency of 
regional transportation programs that are used by individuals with disabilities. The 
RTAAC is composed of professionals from agencies that serve people with disabilities 
ŀƴŘ ƻƭŘŜǊ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ w¢!Ωǎ ǎƛȄ-county region; the Commissioner of the 
/ƘƛŎŀƎƻ aŀȅƻǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ tŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ 5ƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΤ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ /¢!Σ 
Metra, and Pace staff, and their respective ADA Advisory Committees. 

Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP) 

Created in 2005, CMAP is the designated Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for 
Northeastern Illinois, which includes the seven counties of Cook, DuPage, Kane, Kendall, 
Lake, McHenry and Will. CMAP is the decision-making body for all regional 
transportation plans and programs for this area. Similar to other MPOs across the 
nation, CMAP is tasked with not only mitigating traffic congestion and increasing the 
safety of the transportation systemτwhich are oftentimes the key concerns of state 
entitiesτbut also achieving a broader range of goals including protecting and enhancing 
the environment, increasing accessibility and mobility of people and freight, supporting 
long-term economic vitality and other quality of life objectives. This extensive mandate 
is why the goals and initiatives put forward by CMAP extend beyond transportation and, 
therefore, tend to be more comprehensive, progressive, and transformative in their 
design when compared to the other entities represented in Figure 6. 

In order to animate the planning process, CMAP looks to its Board of Directors, MPO 
Policy Committee, Counties, Councils of Mayors, Coordinating Committees, and working 
groups (Figure 7) for policy guidance and, importantly, to track and influence the use of 
local, state, and federal transportation funds through the Transportation Improvement 
Program (TIP), which is the key program through which capital investments in transit are 
implemented. 

CMAP is also the programming authority for CMAQ and local Transportation 
Alternatives program (TAP) projects regardless of project sponsor. CMAP, together with 
the subregional Councils of Mayors (including DMMC) and IDOT administer the Local 
Surface Transportation Program (Local STP). The eleven subregional Councils of Mayors 
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have programming authority for local STP funds also regardless of sponsor. Each of the 
councils and the City of Chicago receive individual funding for the Local STP (for DuPage 
the typical annual amount is approximately 10 million) and each council has a self-
determined methodology for selecting the most beneficial projects. CMAP is also 
assigned the responsibility to approve designated recipients for Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA) funds and initial allocations between Illinois, Indiana, Wisconsin 
and between the service boards. To add another layer of complexity, the Governor of 
Illinois must also approve the aforementioned allocations. More information about the 
above programs are provided in the following section. 

Figure 7. CMAP Governance Structure 
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Subregional 
Subregional entitiesτin this case the County of DuPage and the DuPage Mayors and Managers 

Conference (DMMC)τalso play critical roles in transit planning throughout the County. This 

section concludes with a brief description of transit-related activities carried out by each entity. 

 

DuPage County 

The County acknowledges the important role that public transit plays within its 
jurisdiction, emphasizing that public transportation benefits not only people who use it 
ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻŀŘŜǊ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǊȅΣ άin the form of economic development, reduced 
congestion, cleaner air, ŀƴŘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜŘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜέ ό5ǳtŀƎŜΣ нлмрύΦ CƻǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎΣ 
DuPage County has been actively working to enhance transit services within its 
boundaries. These efforts include co-developing the DuPage Area Transit Plan with the 
service boards which entailed numerous studies and strategies for implementing 
projects to improve transit services and performance in the County. ¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 
transit agenda is orchestrated through its Public Transit Committee which meets 
monthly to discuss new and ongoing public transportation projects. 

For more information concerning the County of DuPage Public Transit Committee, visit their 
website 
http://www.dupageco.org/County_Board_Committees/Public_Transit_Committee/17806/ 
and/or contact John Loper, Chief Transportation Planner (630-407-6871). 

 

DuPage Mayors and Managers Conference 

DMMC provides a forum for local participation in countywide and regional 
ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎΦ ¢ǿƻ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜǎ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ 
the area of transportation. Specifically, the Transportation Policy Committee leads the 
Conference's goal to improve mobility and reduce congestion in DuPage County. This 
committee also oversees the updating and implementation of the DuPage Area Transit 
Plan. Secondly, the Transportation Technical Committee facilitates intergovernmental 
dialogue between highway and transit agencies concerning projects and programs 
affecting DuPage municipalities. This committee also allocates and oversees over $6 
million of federal Surface Transportation Program (STP) funds annually. 

Transit Plans and Programs 

Recent and Ongoing Transit-Related Plans 
Plans are developed to assist with the visioning, prioritization, and coordination of 
transit-related projects at the local, sub-regional, regional, and state scales. A sample of 
recent and on-going transit-related plans is summarized below.  



22 
 

DuPage Area Transit Plan 

In 2002, the DuPage Mayors and Managers Conference (DMMC) approved the DuPage 
Area Transit Plan. This plan envisioned a comprehensive public transit network for 
DuPage County and established short-term, medium-term, and long-term 
implementation goals through the year 2020. The plan was updated in 2011 focusing on 
the evaluation of existing transit service in DuPage County and near-term improvements 
that are now underway. Near-term (2011-2016) key projects include signal upgrades 
and installation of a third track on a portion of the Union Pacific-West Line, which will 
allow for passenger service upgrades as well as development of Arterial Bus Rapid 
Transit (ART) routes, express bus corridors, and community circulators. Additional 
attention was given to transit supportive system features and amenities. Among the 
long-range (2016-нлолύ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘ ǎǇŜŜŘ ƭƛƴŜ όάWέ [ƛƴŜύ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
2002 DuPage Area Transit Plan, several additional Arterial Bus Rapid Transit (ART) 
routes, express bus corridors, and several facilitƛŜǎ ƛƴ ŎƻƴƧǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 9ƭƎƛƴ hΩIŀǊŜ-
West Bypass project. 

For more information concerning the DuPage Area Transit Plan, visit the website 
http://www.dmmc-cog.org/programs.aspx?program=Transportation&subpage=8  

 

CMAP GO TO 2040 

In October 2010, leaders of metropolitan Chicago voted unanimously to adopt GO TO 
2040, a comprehensive regional plan designed to guide the development and 
investment decisions of the seven counties and 284 communities within the Chicago 
metropolitan planning area. Updated in October 2014, GO TO 2040 serves as the 
ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ƭƻƴƎ ǊŀƴƎŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ŀƴŘ calls on municipal officials to implement principles that 
improve livability, including initiatives that promote the maintenance and 
modernization of public transit. Indeed, several of the twelve recommended action 
areas deal specifically with public transitΣ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΣ άǘƻ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ŀƴŘ 
transit investments based on the degree to which they impact the economy and 
ƭƛǾŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦέ 

CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /a!tΩǎ Dh¢h нлпл tlan, visit the website 
http://www.cmap.illinois.gov/about/2040  

 

Long-Range Statewide Transportation Plan 

The IDOT Long-Range Statewide Transportation Plan sets forth policies and goals that 
guide the development of the state transportation system over a twenty-year time 
horizon. It is designed to provide the overarching framework for the development of 
IDOT programs. The most recent Plan, Transforming Transportation for Tomorrow, was 
adopted in 2012 and identifies issues and key needs that will guide IDOT in their 
investment decisions for the state transportation system. 
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CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ L5h¢Ωǎ [ƻƴƎ-Range Statewide Transportation Plan, visit the 
website http://www.illinoistransportationplan.org 

 

Multi -Year Program (MYP) 

Each year IDOT develops a Multi-Modal, Multi-Year Program (MYP), the most recent of 
which covers a six-year time period, FY 2015-2020. The MYPs present the proposed 
highway, rail, and transit projects scheduled to be funded during the entire period. IDOT 
holds public outreach meetings each September concerning the development of the 
latest program. 

CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ L5h¢Ωǎ Multi-Modal, Multi-Year Plan, visit the website 
http://preview.tinyurl.com/p8gsuya 

 

Grant/Funding Programs 
There are several ways for municipalities to improve public transit within their 
communities. An alphabetically arranged account of relevant grant programsτincluding 
brief descriptions, funding ratios, project cycles, and their use in promoting public 
transitτis provided below along with associated websites and contact personnel. The 
following serves more as a general reference of opportunities as opposed to an 
authoritative and comprehensive account of each program. Please refer to the funding 
agency for official and additional information. 

Congestion Mitigation Air Quality (CMAQ) 

The Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement (CMAQ) program is a federally-
funded program of surface transportation improvements designed to improve air 
quality and mitigate congestion. Projects are programmed by the CMAP Board and MPO 
Policy Committee then implemented by the subregional councils, including DMMC, and 
major implementing agencies. In 2011 CMAP began implementing GO TO 2040 through 
the CMAQ program by having Program Focus Groups prioritize project applications 
based on how they support the goals and action areas of GO TO 2040. Transit service 
and non-motorized transportation are among the types of projects that are eligible for 
CMAQ funding.  

CMAP holds a biennial Call for Projects in conjunction with the TAP program, typically 
beginning in January with a deadline in early March. Projects are reviewed by the CMAQ 
Project Selection Committee and submitted to the Transportation Committee, CMAP 
Board, and MPO Policy Committee for approval. Project sponsors are usually notified of 
funding approval in December. The funding ratio for this program is 80 percent federal 
and 20 percent local. 
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For more information concerning CMAQ funding opportunities and processes, visit the 
website http://www.cmap.illinois.gov/mobility/strategic-investment/cmaq and/or contact 
Doug Ferguson 312-386-8824, dferguson@cmap.illinois.gov. 

 

Illinois Transportation Enhancements Program (ITEP) 

The Illinois Transportation Enhancements Program (ITEP) is designed to promote 
alternative transportation options, including bike and pedestrian travel, along with 
streetscape beautification. The federal funds are awarded competitively and any local 
government is eligible to apply. Local matching funds are required and work must begin 
on the projects within three years. The ITEP program was designed to broaden the 
transportation focus from Interstate and highway building to making Illinois 
communities more livable and improving overall quality of life. Eligible projects include 
provision of facilities for pedestrians and bicycles, historic preservation, and 
rehabilitation of historic transportation buildings, structures, or facilities. While transit 
access and mobility is not a key focus of this program, it is possible to use these funds to 
enhance transit connectivity. The funding ratio for this program is 80 percent federal 
and 20 percent local for construction and construction engineering; and an even 50-50 
split for right of way acquisitions and easements.   
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For more information concerning ITEP, contact Christy DavisτChristy.Davis@illinois.gov (217-
785-1761)τTE Program Coordinator for IDOT. Information can also be found on the IDOT TEP 
website http://www.idot.illinois.gov/transportation-system/local-transportation-
partners/county-engineers-and-local-public-agencies/funding-opportunities/ITEP. 

 

Local Surface Transportation Program (STP) 

The Surface Transportation Program (STP) provides municipal funding for highway 
projects listed on the Federal Aid Urban (FAU) system as well as bicycle/pedestrian and 
transit improvement projects. Funds may be used for construction only. Eligible projects 
can include, but are not limited to, highway intersection and traffic signal improvements 
as well as transportation control measures (TCM) including transit enhancements and 
commuter parking.  

Of all other major federal-aid transportation programs, the (STP) provides the most 
direct role for local governments. Municipalities and counties are on the frontline not 
only for project sponsorship, but also in the project selection and programming 
processes. Local agencies in DuPage County that wish to participate in the local STP 
must do so through DMMC according to a standard methodology. The DMMC 
Transportation Planning Liaison oversees the planning, programming and monitoring of 
these projects as well as ensures their inclusion in the Transportation Improvement 
Program (TIP, see below). Applications are available during the annual Call for Projects, 
usually held in conjunction with the mandatory STP Workshop in June of each year. 
Applications are due in mid-August and project sponsors are typically notified of 
approval in December. Note that the Local Surface Transportation Program (STP) differs 
from State STP in that State STP funds are deposited into the Illinois Department of 
Transportation Road Fund and Construction Account and used primarily for state 
highway projects. The funding ratio for this program is 70 percent federal and 30 
percent local for highway projects and 75 percent and 25 percent local for TCM projects. 

For more information concerning STP and how it is implemented in DuPage County, contact 
Mike Albinτmalbin@dmmc-cog.org (630-571-0480 ext. 226)τTransportation Planning 
Liaison for the DuPage Mayors and Managers Conference (DMMC). Information can also be 
found on the CMAP website 
http://www.cmap.illinois.gov/about/involvement/committees/advisory-committees/council-
of-mayors/surface-transportation-program. 

 

Local Technical Assistance (LTA) 

The LTA program provides assistance or grants to communities across the Chicago 
metropolitan region to undertake planning projects that advance the principles of GO 
TO 2040. CMAP, in conjunction with the Regional Transportation Authority (RTA), 
conducts a call for projects every spring, requesting local municipalities and eligible 



26 
 

applicants to submit planning related studies. Selected applicants receive a grant or 
receive CMAP staff support to carry out the proposed activity. As of March 2015, 96 
local projects have been completed region-wide, fourteen of which were located in 
DuPage County: 

¶ Addison - Comprehensive Plan 

¶ Carol Stream - Comprehensive Plan 

¶ Downers Grove - Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan 

¶ DuPage County - Corridor Policies, Principles and Framework Plan 

¶ DuPage County ς Elgin-hΩIŀǊŜ .ƛŎȅŎƭŜ ŀƴŘ tŜŘŜǎǘǊƛŀƴ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ 

¶ DuPage County ς Sustainability Guide 

¶ DuPage Water Commission - Resource Guide 

¶ Glen Ellyn - Downtown Streetscape and Parking Study 

¶ Hanover Park - Corridor Study 

¶ Homes For a Changing Region - Northeast DuPage County Cluster (Addison, 
Bensenville, Villa Park & Wood Dale) 

¶ Hinsdale - Parking Management 
 

For more information concerning /a!tΩǎ [ƻŎŀƭ ¢ŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ, 
refer to the website http://www.cmap.illinois.gov/programs-and-resources/lta/projects 

 

RTA Community Planning program 

The RTA has awarded more than $800,000 in federal, local and RTA funds to support 
ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛǾŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΦ {ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ƛƴŎŜǇǘƛƻƴΣ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ мрл ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ 
projects totaling $20 million have been funded through the RTA using a combination of 
local, federal and RTA funds. Some of projects awarded to recipients in DuPage County 
are briefly described below. 

¶ Pedestrian Access to Transit Improvements & Station Boulevard Trolley Access 
Improvements in Aurora 

¶ Village of Bartlett Transit-Oriented Design (TOD) Plan 

¶ ²Ŝǎǘ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇŜǊ 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ tŀƴŜƭ ǘƻ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ŀƴŘ ŀƴŀƭȅȊŜ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ 
existing CBD plan and how TOD may be integrated. 

¶ DuPage County Ridership Marketing Campaign 
 

For more information concerning RTA Community Planning program, refer to the website 
http://www.rtams.org/rtams/planningProgram.jsp?id=1 
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RTA Transit Benefit Fare Program 

The RTA Transit Benefit Fare Program allows employees to use pre-tax deductions from 
their paycheck to pay for the purchase of transit fares which will save customers 
hundreds of dollars a year that they would otherwise have to pay in taxes. In addition, 
for every employee dollar deducted, employers receive tax deductions as well. The RTA 
Transit Benefit Fare Program offers options for all of the various transit agencies in the 
Chicago region and beyond. 

For more information concerning RTA Transit Benefit Fare Program, refer to the website 
http://mytransitbenefit.com. 

 

Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) 

Every three years, IDOT develops a new Statewide Transportation Improvement 
Program (STIP) which contains all federal and state-funded highway and public 
transportation projects proposed in Illinois over a four-year period. The FY 2015-2018 
STIP, for instance, fulfills requirements set forth in various federal transportation laws 
including the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991 (ISTEA) and its 
successors the Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA-21), the Safe 
Accountable Flexible and Efficient Transportation Equity Act-Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-
LU) and Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century (MAP-21 was signed into law in 
July 2012 and expired at the end of September 2014). The FY 2015-2018 STIP totaled 
$24.892 with $7.042 billion for highway improvements and $17.85 billion for transit 
capital improvements and operating assistance. The STIP incorporates the projects 
within the Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP) programmed by CMAP. 

For more information conceǊƴƛƴƎ L5h¢Ωǎ {ǘŀǘŜǿƛŘŜ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ Improvement Plan, visit the 
website http://www.idot.illinois.gov/transportation-system/transportation-
management/transportation-improvement-programs-/stip/index 

 

Surface Transportation Program (STP) 

Every three years, IDOT develops a new Statewide Transportation Improvement 
Program (STIP) which contains all federal and state-funded highway and public 
transportation projects proposed in Illinois over a four-year period. The FY 2015-2018 
STIP, for instance, fulfills requirements set forth in various federal transportation laws 
including the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991 (ISTEA) and its 
successors the Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA-21), the Safe 
Accountable Flexible and Efficient Transportation Equity Act-Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-
LU) and Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century (MAP-21 was signed into law in 
July 2012 and expired at the end of September 2014). The FY 2015-2018 STIP totaled 
$24.892 with $7.042 billion for highway improvements and $17.85 billion for transit 
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capital improvements and operating assistance. The STIP incorporates the projects 
within the Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP) programmed by CMAP. 

CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ L5h¢Ωǎ {ǘŀǘŜǿƛŘŜ ¢Ǌŀnsportation Improvement Plan, visit the 
website http://www.idot.illinois.gov/transportation-system/transportation-
management/transportation-improvement-programs-/stip/index 

 

Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP)  

With the passage of Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century (MAP-21), Congress 
created the Transportation Alternatives program (TAP) to support non-motorized 
transportation.  CMAP uses a competitive process to select projects to fund under this 
program. While this program focuses on bicycle projects, it can be used to improve 
connectivity between non-motorized and transit modes. Projects are reviewed by the 
CMAP Bicycle and Pedestrian Task Force and submitted to the Transportation 
Committee, CMAP Board, and MPO Policy Committee for approval.  Project sponsors 
are usually notified of funding approval in December. The funding ratio for this program 
is 80 percent federal and 20 percent local. 

CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ /a!tΩǎ Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP), visit the 
website http://www.cmap.illinois.gov/mobility/strategic-investment/transportation-
alternatives and/or contact Jesse Elam, 312-386-8688 (jelam@cmap.illinois.gov). 

 

Transportation Improvement Program 

The FFY 2014-19 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) is one of the short-term 
implementation tools for the GO TO 2040 Plan update.  The TIP consists of projects to 
be accomplished and a document outlining the region's programming processes used to 
develop the proposed projects, as well as a short-term fiscal plan for accomplishing 
them. The Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) is metropolitan Chicago's agenda 
of surface transportation projects. The TIP lists all federally funded projects and 
regionally significant, non-federally funded projects programmed for implementation in 
the next four years. The TIP is updated and amended regularly through the CMAP 
Transportation Committee.  Amendments are posted on the committee minutes page 
for public comment one week prior to committee consideration.  Major project changes 
with the potential to affect the region's air quality undergo a conformity analysis, and 
are approved by the MPO Policy Committee. The TIP helps both the transportation 
community and the general public track the use of local, state, and federal 
transportation funds. The TIP also helps MPO members, other transportation 
implementers, and planning organizations establish a transportation program that 
implements the goals of GO TO 2040. The Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) is 
metropolitan Chicago's agenda of surface transportation projects. The TIP lists all 
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federally funded projects and regionally significant, non-federally funded projects 
programmed for implementation in the next four years. 

CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ /a!tΩǎ Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), visit 
the website http://www.cmap.illinois.gov/programs-and-resources/tip 

 

Unified Work Program (UWP) 

The Unified Work Program (UWP) lists the planning projects the Chicago Metropolitan 
Agency for Planning (CMAP) and other agencies undertake each year to enhance 
transportation in northeastern Illinois and to fulfill federal planning regulations. The 
sources of federal planning funds are the Federal Highway Administration and the 
Federal Transit Administration. The FY11 UWP awarded more than $15 million in federal 
funding along with the required 20 percent of local matching funds, resulting in nearly 
$20 million dedicated to transportation planning in the northeastern Illinois region.  

CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ /a!tΩǎ ¦ƴƛŦƛŜŘ ²ork Program (UWP), visit the website 
http://www.cmap.illinois.gov/about/involvement/committees/other-groups/unified-work-
program 

 

 


